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STONY  STRATFORD , 

April  28th ,  1922. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  Distriet 

Council  of  Wolverton . 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  forward  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Wolverton  for  the  year  1921,  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report.  Copies  of 
the  report  will  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Home  Office,  and  the 
Bucks  County  Council. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  ...  5,376  acres. 

Population,  1921  ...  14,160. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  majority  of  the  people  live  under  exceptionally  good  conditions,  and 
there  are  not  many  cases  of  real  poverty  in  the  District. 

Wolverton  is  the  chief  industrial  centre,  where  there  are  the  L.  &  N.  W.  R. 
Carriage  Works,  and  McCorquodale’s  Works.  The  workshops  and  workrooms 
are  all  large,  well  lighted  and  ventilated. 

Of  less  importance,  the  following  factories  are  in  the  District  :  At 
Wolverton,  the  English  Novelty  Co.  ;  at  Stratford,  the  Watling  Street  Works, 
and  Messrs.  Sharp  and  Woollard. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births,  204  (Males  98,  Females  106),  including  2  male  and  3  female 
illegitimate. 

Birth  rate  ...  ...  14*4  per  1000. 

For  England  and  Wales,  22*4  „ 

Deaths  in  the  District,  148  (including  transferable  deaths),  Males  73, 
Females,  75. 

Nett  Death  rate,  10*4. 

England  and  Wales,  12*1. 

Infant  Mortality  under  1  year,  58*8  per  1000  births. 

England  and  Wales,  ...  83  „ 

The  Death  rate  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year  (10*1),  but  lower  than  in 
1919. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  remarkably  low,  better  than  last  year  (68*84), 
which  was  up  to  then  the  lowest  on  record. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  Minor  Ailment  Centres  at  the  Stratford  Council  and  Wolverton 
Council  Schools,  the  Nurse  attending  daily. 

The  Dental  Clinic  at  the  Infant  School,  Wolverton,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  R.  P.  Swannell,  assisted  by  the  County  Nurse,  is  open  each  Friday,  a  local 
doctor  attending  to  administer  gas  for  extractions. 

A  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  Centre  has  been  started  at  the  Infant  School, 
Stratford,  under  the  charge  of  myself,  assisted  by  the  District  Nurse,  and  a 
local  doctor  to  administer  the  anaesthetics.  A  considerable  number  of  cases 
were  treated  during  the  year. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  now  established  at  Stratford, 
Wolverton,  and  New  Brad  well — a  medical  man  attending  once  a  month. 


Nursing  Arrangements ,  Hospitals,  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

In  both  Stratford  and  Wolverton  there  is  a  District  Nurse  and  Midwife, 
but  in  New  Bradwell  there  is  no  organised  system  of  Nursing. 

Any  person  living  in  the  district  can  become  a  member  of  the  Nursing 
Association  by  paying  a  small  contribution,  and  so  has  a  right  to  demand  the 
services  of  the  Nurse.  The  County  Council  makes  a  grant  towards  the 
Association,  the  Nurse  then  being  available  for  assistance  at  the  School  Clinics, 
Routine  Examinations  of  school  children,  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  Midwives  (2)  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council. 


Hospitals. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  District,  the  nearest  General  Hospital  being 
Northampton,  14  miles  distant,  where  all  very  serious  cases  of  accident  and 
for  operation  are  sent. 

There  is  no  Fever  Hospital. 

There  is  a  Small  Pox  Hospital  near  Fenny  Stratford  in  the  Newport 
Pagnell  Rural  District,  which  is  supported  by  various  neighbouring  Councils, 
but  it  is  never  used. 

A  mbulance  facilities. 

There  is  a  motor  ambulance  kept  at  Newport  Pagnell,  which  serves  for 
several  districts,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Director  of 
V.A.D’s.  If  used  for  infectious  cases  it  has  to  be  disinfected  by  the  local 

authority  that  hires  it. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over ,  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  was 
1 15,  of  which  17  were  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  is  a  decrease  on  last  year, 
but  there  were  eight  cases  more  of  Tuberculosis. 


There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District,  all  cases  having  to  be 
treated  at  home,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  prevalence  of  diseases  is  kept  from 
spreading.  The  rooms  occupied  by  infectious  patients  are  disinfected  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority  at  the  end  of  an  illness. 

The  various  diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  given  in  detail  below:— 

Scarlet  Fever. — 62  cases.  1  case  in  Stratford. 

16  ,,  Wolverton. 

45  ,,  New  Bradwell. 

Prior  to  August  3rd  only  10  cases  had  been  notified. 

Last  year  I  pointed  out  how  very  careless  some  people  were  with  regard  to 
infectious  diseases,  and  that  one  “carrier”  had  been  detected  and  isolated.  Again 
this  year  a  child  who  had  undoubtedly  had  the  disease,  and  had  been,  as  usual, 
mixing  with  other  children,  was  found  at  the  bathing  place  at  New  Bradwell  in  an 
advanced  state  of  peeling.  When  faced  with  problems  such  as  these,  it  is  no  easy 
matter  for  the  Sanitary  Authorities  to  keep  under  infectious  diseases. 

No  deaths. 


Diphtheria. — 3  cases,  all  in  New  Bradwell. 

In  1920  there  were  31  cases  distributed  over  the  District.  The  first  of  the  above 
3  cases  was  notified  on  January  1st.  Three  months  previously  the  child  had  had  a 
suspicious  throat — a.  swab  was  taken,  and  a  negative  result  obtained — the  child  got 
apparently  well.  About  Xmas  time  the  mother  noticed  that  the  child  had  difficulty 
in  swallowing — she  again  took  it  to  her  doctor,  who  detected  paralysis  and  advised 
treatment  at  Northampton  Hospital.  There  another  swab  was  taken  from  the  throat 
and  Diphtheria  bacilli  were  found  to  be  present.  The  child  had  no  doubt  had 
Diphtheria  when  the  original  swab  was  taken,  though  a  negative  result  was  reported. 

Serum  is  provided  by  the  Council  and  is  supplied  to  any  Medical  Practitioner  in 
the  District  who  requires  it.  Swabs  from  the  throat  are  examined  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  and  in  the  case  of  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools 
they  are  not  allowed  to  return  to  school  until  a  negative  result  has  been  obtained. 

No  deaths. 


Erysipelas. — 11  cases.  3  cases  in  Stratford. 

1  „  Wolverton. 

7  ,,  New  Bradwell. 

Surely  the  time  has  come  when  this  might  cease  to  be  a  notifiable  disease. 


Pneumonia. — 18  cases,  the  same  number  as  last  year. 


There  were  2  deaths. 


6  cases  in  Stratford. 

8  ,,  Wolverton. 

1  ,,  Calverton. 

3  ,,  New  Bradwell. 


Enteric  Fever. — 4  cases.  3  cases  in  Stratford. 

1  „  Calverton. 

It  is  many  years  since  a  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  in  this  District,  and  it 
is  certain  that  in  these  cases  the  disease  was  not  contracted  within  the  District. 
The  first  of  the  Stratford  cases  was  a  female  who  had  come  from  outside  the  District 
to  pay  a  visit  with  her  children  at  Calverton.  While  there  she  developed  the  disease, 
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and  was  moved  to  a  house  in  Stratford,  where  she  had  relations,  from  there  to 
Northampton  Hospital.  Shortly  afterwards  her  child  at  Calverton  fell  ill  with  the 
disease.  A  fortnight  after  the  mother  had  been  removed  to  Hospital  two  of  the 
members  of  the  household  where  she  had  been  staying  in  Stratford  were  also  taken 
ill ;  they,  too,  were  sent  to  Hospital.  These  cases  were  all  notified  during  the  water 
shortage,  but  fortunately  one  of  the  members  of  your  Council  held  himself  responsible 
for  the  flushing  of  all  the  drains,  etc.,  at  the  house,  and  there  was  no  further  spread 
of  the  disease. 

There  were  no  deaths. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — No  cases. 

Tuberculosis. — 17  cases  :  6  male,  11  female. 

3  cases  in  Stratford. 

5  ,,  Wolverton. 

1  ,,  Calverton. 

8  ,,  New  Bradwell. 

All  the  cases  were  Pulmonary.  Last  year  9  cases  were  notified. 

Of  the  17  cases,  6  died. 

Total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  13. 

„  ,,  other  Tubercular  diseases  2. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  twice  a  month  at  Newport  Pagnell,  and 
once  a  month  at  Bletchley,  where  patients  can  be  seen  by  him.  If  unable  to  attend 
he  visits  them  at  their  own  homes. 

There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Hospital  or  Sanitorium  in  the  District. 


Laboratory  Work. 

Each  Medical  Practitioner  in  the  District  has  a  supply  of  swabs  for 
bacteriological  examination  of  material.  These  are  examined  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  the  charge  for  same  being  paid  by  the  Council  in  the 
majority  of  cases.  Anti-dipheritic  serum  is  supplied  by  the  Council  and  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Adoptive  Acts. 

A  list  of  the  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye  Laws,  etc.,  in  force  in  the  District  is 
appended : — 


Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Acts,  1890 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  3 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 


Bye  Laws. 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings 


Not  adopted 


No 

Yes 

No 


•  •  • 
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Bye  Laws  (continued) . 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Cleansing  of  Footways  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Removal  of  House  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Cleansing  of  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Keeping  of  Animals  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Carriage  of  Offensive  Matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  New  Brad  well  only 

Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 


Water  Supply. 

The  extraordinary  drought  experienced  was  naturally  not  without  its 
effect  on  the  water  supplies  in  the  District. 

At  Wolverton  it  was  found  necessary  to  shut  off  the  water  at  night  from 
9  p.m.  until  7  a.m.,  and  this  was  continued  until  a  few  weeks  ago. 

The  water  supply  at  Stony  Stratford  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Urban  District 
Council,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  summer  the  Surveyor  reported  that  the 
readings  of  the  vacuum  gauge  pointed  to  a  gradual  lowering  of  the  levels  of  the 
water  in  the  wells,  and  on  his  advice  and  with  a  view  to  minimising  the  risk  of 
failure  of  the  supply,  an  intermittent  system  was  adopted. 

Unfortunately  towards  the  end  of  November,  owing  partly  to  the  altered 
water  levels  in  the  wells,  but  chiefly  to  defective  foot-valves,  a  temporary 
stoppage  of  the  supply  occurred.  Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Council  and 
their  officers  to  minimise  the  inconvenience  which  was  bound  to  be  felt  by  the 
consumers.  Owing  to  their  efforts  the  town  was  again  supplied  with  water 
from  the  mains  eight  days  after  the  breakdown  and  within  fourteen  days 
normal  conditions  were  obtained.  From  the  observations  made  during  the 
time  the  wells  were  open  it  was  evident  that  the  long  drought  had  undoubtedly 
had  its  effect  on  the  supply.  The  Surveyor  recommended  that  the  greatest 
economy  should  still  be  observed  and  the  intermittent  supply  was  continued 
until  the  17th  of  March,  1922.  Since  then  a  constant  supply  has  been 
maintained. 

At  New  Bradwell  there  are  82 7  inhabited  houses;  472  of  these  are  supplied 
from  the  Wolverton  town  mains  and  the  remarks  under  that  heading  apply. 
The  remaining  355  are  supplied  from  shallow  wells,  and  after  the  prolonged 
drought  many  of  these  shewed  signs  of  failure  and  had  to  be  deepened. 
Realizing  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  these  supplies  the  Urban  Council  have 
from  time  to  time  been  asking  the  Railway  Company  to  extend  their  water 
mams  in  the  New  Brad  well  area,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  houses  could  be 
connected  and  the  wells  closed. 
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As  to  the  intermittent  system  of  supply,  I  would  remind  the  Council  that 
this  is  never  entirely  satisfactory  and  in  many  instances  is  dangerous.  With 
this  system  there  is  often  a  partial  vacuum  formed  in  the  pipes,  and  should 
there  be  any  defective  pipes  or  leaking  joints  foul  matters  may  be  drawn  in  and 
so  endanger  the  community.  With  the  intermittent  system  also  storage  in  the 
house  becomes  necessary,  and  this  is  always  objectionable  and  sometimes  very 
wasteful. 


Rivers  and  Streams  (pollution  of). 

There  is  no  necessity  to  qualify  the  remarks  made  under  this  heading  in 
my  last  report,  and  although  the  abnormally  reduced  volume  of  water  in  the 
rivers  and  streams  made  any  possible  pollution  much  more  apparent  we  had  no 
complaint  during  the  year. 


D-rainage  and  Sewerage. 

All  the  three  Townships  which  constitute  the  truly  Urban  portion  of  the 
District  are  properly  drained  and  sewered. 

At  Wolverton  the  town  is  at  a  much  higher  level  than  the  outfall  works 
and  the  fall  is  sufficient  to  ensure  a  self-cleansing  velocity  in  all  the  sewers.  At 
Stony  Stratford  the  principal  sewers  have  less  fall,  but  flushing  is  rarely 
necessary.  At  New  Brad  well  many  of  the  sewers  have  insufficient  fall  and 
consequently  have  to  be  regularly  flushed. 

There  is  little  difference  between  the  Outfall  Works  at  Stratford  and 
Wolverton  so  far  as  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  is  concerned.  At  each  place 
the  purification  is  effected  by  means  of  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks,  and 
graded  filters,  followed  by  land  treatment.  Under  normal  conditions  a  fairly 
good  effluent  is  obtained. 

At  New  Bradwrell  the  treatment  is  by  means  of  open  septic  tanks  and 
settling  tanks  followed  by  passage  through  cultivated  land  beds.  In  connection 
wdth  the  latter  works  one  complaint  was  received  during  the  year.  One  of 
H.M.’s  Inspectors  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  since  visited  the  works,  but 
as  his  report  has  not  yet  been  received  comment  w  ould  be  out  of  place. 

For  the  few7  houses  in  the  more  Rural  portions  of  the  District  and  for 
scattered  cottages  and  farm  houses,  the  privy  w  ith  movable  receptacle  or  the 
dry  earth  closet  is  adopted,  and  appears  to  be  the  only  method  practicable. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

In  Wolverton,  Stratford,  and  New  Bradwell  the  closet  accommodation 
may  be  said  to  be  generally  good.  The  wash-dow  n  type  of  pan  is  adopted,  and 
many  houses  have  bath-rooms  and  thoroughly  up  to  date  sanitary  fittings ;  there 
are,  however,  still  a  number  of  houses  where  the  W.C.’s  are  hand-flushed. 
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Scavenging. 

The  house  and  street  scavenging  at  Stratford,  Wolverton,  and  New 
Bradwell  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  and  appears  to  be  well  and  regularly 
carried  out. 

The  ultimate  disposal  at  Wolverton  is  ideal,  being  carried  out  in  a 
Meldrum  destructor  of  the  front  or  shovel-fed  type. 

At  Stratford  and  New  Bradwell  the  refuse  is  carted  to  tips,  where  it  is 
sorted  and  burnt. 

Many  of  the  houses,  including  those  of  the  Railway  Company,  have 
properly  covered  sanitary  dust  bins,  but  in  some  cases  wooden  boxes  and  other 
unsuitable  receptacles  are  stdl  in  use  and  to  these  my  remarks  in  previous 
reports  are  still  applicable. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  particulars 
of  the  Public  Health  staff,  with  the  qualifications,  etc.,  of  the  officers,  are  given 
later.  Full  details  of  the  work  done  in  this  department  are  given  in  the 
Inspector’s  report.  Only  31  complaints  were  received  during  the  year ;  69 
nuisances  were  detected  without  complaint,  and  the  whole  were  successfully 
dealt  with  without  legal  action  being  taken. 


Places  of  A  musement. 

These  have  been  frequently  inspected,  as  suggested  by  the  circular  letter 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  August  25th,  1920.  In  one  case  the 
sanitary  arrangements  were  completely  remodelled  and  improved,  and  one 
place,  where  ideal  conditions  could  not  be  obtained,  has  been  closed. 


Premises  and  Occupations  controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations. 

For  details  of  these,  together  with  the  number  of  inspections,  defects 
found,  etc.,  see  Inspector’s  report. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades,  common  lodging  houses,  houses  let  in 
lodgings,  or  underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  District. 


Schools. 

I  have  in  former  reports  referred  to  the  excellent  character  of  the  schools 
in  the  Urban  District.  Most  of  these  are  of  modern  type  and  are  well  designed 
from  a  structural  and  architectural  point  of  view,  while  the  lighting,  ventilation, 
and  sanitary  arrangements  leave  little  to  be  desired. 

Wolverton,  with  its  commodious  elementary  schools,  its  large  County 
Secondary  School,  and  its  Science  and  Art  Institute,  has  for  many  years  been 
recognised  as  one  of  the  principal  centres  of  learning  in  North  Bucks. 
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Housing. 

The  housing  conditions  throughout  the  Wolverton  Urban  District  may  be 
said'  to  be  fairly  good  and  certainly  above  the  average  for  a  District  of  its 
character  and  size. 

In  Wolverton  the  great  majority  of  the  houses,  although  coming  under  the 
description  of  working  class  dwellings,  are  certainly  of  a  superior  type  to  the 
houses  usually  so  classified,  most  of  them  have  bath-rooms  and  up-to-date 
sanitary  fittings,  and  although  there  are  comparatively  long  rows  of  terraced 
houses  in  some  streets,  secondary  means  of  access  is  provided  in  all  cases  by 
backroads.  Many  of  the  occupiers  are  also  owners  of  the  houses,  and  there 
are  few  towns  of  the  size  can  boast  so  large  a  proportion  of  freeholders. 

Many  of  the  above  remarks  apply  equally  to  the  houses  in  New  Brad  well. 
With  the  exception  of  the  older  property  belonging  to  the  Railway  Company, 
no  fault  can  be  found  with  the  houses  as  regards  lighting,  ventilation,  and 
sanitary  arrangements.  The  only  material  defects  in  the  older  property 
referred  to  are  the  very  small  yards  and  the  consequent  limited  open  space 
about  the  buildings,  but  as  already  stated,  even  these  houses  have  secondary 
access  by  backroads. 

At  Stony  Stratford  there  are  some  few  properties  which,  although  they 
cannot,  in  their  present  condition,  be  condemmed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
certainly  fall  below  a  desirable  standard  from  a  structural  point  of  view. 
These,  however,  are  under  constant  observation,  and  are  frequently  inspected 
with  a  view  to  ensuring  their  being  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view. 

As  to  the  sufficiency  of  houses,  I  have  in  previous  reports  pointed  out  that 
the  population  of  this  District  and  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  housing 
accommodation  depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  amount  of  work  that  the 
Railway  Company  have  in  hand  at  the  particular  time. 

The  Company  have  recently  considerably  reduced  their  staff.  At  no 
time  has  there  been  the  amount  of  unemployment  in  the  District,  and  as  a 
result  the  population  is  less  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  1 1  years. 

Wolverton  is  essentially  a  railway  town,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  place  and 
neighbourhood  must  naturally  depend  upon  the  amount  of  work  which  the 
Company  are  prepared  to  allocate  to  the  Wolverton  works. 

The  present  depression  of  trade  and  the  decreasing  population  of  the 
District  have  more  than  justified  the  Council  in  dropping  those  ambitious 
Housing  Schemes  which  to  many,  at  the  time,  appeared  so  attractive. 


Overcrowding. 

There  is  practically  no  overcrowding  in  the  District  ;  the  census  figures  for 
1921  show  that  there  are  now  14,052  persons  occupying  18,146  rooms, 
excluding  sculleries,  bath-rooms,  box-rooms,  etc. 
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Unhealthy  A  reas. 

There  are  no  areas  which  could  be  classified  as  unhealthy  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  of  1890. 

For  detailed  particulars  of  the  work  done  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  x\cts  see  ‘‘  Sanitary  Administration.” 


Sanitary  Administration. 

Inspection  of  Places  where  Food  is  prepared. 

(1)  Bakehouses. 

These  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
are  periodically  visited  by  H.M.  (Home  Office)  Inspectors.  Notices  are 
served  where  defects  are  found. 

(2)  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  MiSkshops. 

These  are  periodically  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Cowsheds  are  all  situated  in  the  more  rural 
parts  of  the  District  and  the  cows  are  habitually  grazed  during  the 

.  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  few  Dairies  in  the  District  are  admirably 
kept  and  the  utmost  cleanliness  is  observed. 

(3)  Slaughter-houses. 

The  Slaughter-houses  in  the  District  are  frequently  visited  by  the 
Inspector  and  notices  served  when  necessary.  Particulars  as  to  the 
number  of  inspections,  defects  found,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  now  on  the  Register  23  Factories  and  49  Workshops.  All  of 
these  have  been  inspected  once  or  twice  during  the  year;  11  defects  were 
found  and  remedied. 


Arrangements  for  Disinfection. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the  Council  in  all  cases  of  infectious  disease 
and  in  necessitous  cases  carbolic  soap  is  also  supplied.  Fumigation  of  the 
premises  is  afterwards  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  and  his  assistant.  For 
this  purpose  formaldehyde  vapour  is  produced  by  heating  a  paste  containing 
formaldehyde  combined  with  a  proper  proportion  of  water,  the  room  is  sealed 
and  remains  so  for  24  hours. 

We  have  no  disinfecting  station  or  steam  disinfector,  but  infected  clothing 
is  treated  by  hanging  in  the  room  during  disinfection,  and  badly  infected  or 
vermin-infested  bedding  is  often  burnt  in  the  Destructor. 
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(8)  Public  Health  Staff. 

(1 )  M edical  Officer  of  Health. 

Douglas  W.  A.  Bull,  M.A.,  M.D.  (Cantab.) 

(2)  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Abbott  (whole  time  officer).  Is  a  Member  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  and  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate 
and  the  Certificate  in  Practical  Sanitary  Science.  He  is  also 
qualified  as  a  Meat  Inspector.  He  is  on  the  Board  of  Examiners 
of  the  Institute  of  Sanitary  Engineers. 

Mr.  R.  Williams  (whole  time  officer).  Is  Rate  Collector  for  a  part  of 
the  District,  and  also  Assistant  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Much  of  his  report  is  included  in  my  own,  but  many  details  of  his  work 
follow  this  report  in  tabulated  form. 


I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

DOUGLAS  W.  A,  BULL,  M.A.,  M.D.,  (Cantab.), 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Surrender  of  Unsound  Food  (details). 


1921. 
Feb.  2. 

„  21. 
Mar.  19. 
June  2. 

9. 


5  tins  Tomatoes,  2  tins  Peaches,  2  tins  Pine  Apple,  1  tin  Apricots 

3  tins  Tomatoes,  1  tin  Pines,  1  tin  Pears,  2  tins  Milk,  2  tins 

Gray -fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2  tins  Cray-fish,  2  tins  Apricots,  1  tin  Oranges,  2  tins  Lobster,  2 
tins  Pine  Apple,  4  tins  Salmon 

4  tins  Apricots,  2  tins  Cray-fisli,  1  tin  Corned  Beef,  2  tins  Tomatoes, 

1  tin  Pine  Apple,  2  tins  Pears,  3  tins  Salmon  and  Shrimp 

7  tins  Tomatoes,  7  tins  Apricots,  2  tins  Salmon,  4  tins  Pines,  2  tins 
Cray-fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


,,  14.  5  tins  Apricots,  2  tins  Herrings,  2  tins  Pines  ... 

July  3.  5  tins  Cray-fish,  1  tin  Lobster,  5  tins  Pines,  1  tin  Grapes,  5  tins 
Pears,  2  tins  Herrings,  2  tins  Tomatoes,  6  tins  Peaches 

,,  23.  4  tins  Cray-fish,  2  tins  Apricots,  1  tin  Corned  Beef,  1  tin  Peaches... 

Aug.  2.  10  gallons  Wilks,  2  gallons  Cockles 

,,  4.  4  tins  Salmon,  5  tins  Tomatoes,  2  tins  Pine  Chunks,  1  tin  Damson, 

2  tins  Bristlings,  3  tins  Herrings,  2  tins  Peaches,  3  tins  Apricots 

Oct.  18.  8  tins  Peaches,  4  tins  Pine  Cubes,  5  tins  Apricots,  3  tins  Tomatoes, 

2  tins  Salmon,  1  tin  Crab 

,,  20.  8  tins  Tomatoes,  5  tins  Pines,  1  tin  Corned  Beef,  1  tin  Peaches,  2 

tins  Apricots,  2  tins  Bloater  Paste,  2  tins  Salmon,  1  tin  Pears 


10 

9 

13 

15 

22 

9 

27 

8 

2 

22 

23 

22 


182 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1921. 


This  Return  does  not  include  work  done  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  the  number 
of  inspections  given  under  (1)  General,  do  not  include  inspection  of  Factories, 
Workshops,  Bakehouses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milksliops,  or  Slaughterhouses,  nor 
visits  to  disinfect  or  deal  with  matter  under  2  (House  Nuisances)  below. 


1  .—General. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Notices  served — Formal  7,  Informal  177  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Nuisances  abated — (a)  by  persons  responsible  ...  ...  ...  94 

(b)  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2.  — House  Nuisances. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Pavements  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  house  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

3.  — Drains,  W.C.’s,  etc. 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

W.C.’s  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Earth  closets,  privies,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

4.  — Water  Supply. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Samples  of  water  analysed — good  0,  bad  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


5. — Food 


Seizures  of  unsound  food  (details  separately) 

Surrenders  of  unsound  food  ,,  „ 


nil 
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6. — Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  register 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found  ... 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


11 

41 

8 

8 


7. — Bakehouses. 

Number  on  register 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found  ... 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


17 

34 

4 

4 


8. — Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  register 
Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  register 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found  ... 

Number  of  defects  remedied 


20 

6 

26 

1 

1 


9. — Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  on  register — Factories  23,  Workshops  49 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


72 

112 

11 

11 


1 0. — Various- 

Visits  to  infected  houses  ... 

Houses  disinfected 

Other  items  (e.g.),  Common  Lodging  Houses.  No  Common  Lodging 
Houses  in  District. 


101 

67 


(9)  Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  .  .  0  )  ~ 

(b)  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme  ...  0  j 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) . 533 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  155 

2/  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5y 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  .  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  0 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  .  91 

(b )  by  Local  Authority  without  notice  to  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 

Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dw'elling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  (under  A  above)  : — 

(a)  Drainage  defects 

(b)  Closet  accommodation  (insufficient  or  defective) 

(c)  Water  Supply  exposed  to  pollution 

(d)  Insufficient  circulation  of  air 

(e)  Dampness 

(f)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default 

(g)  Dirty  by  landlord’s  default 

(h)  Insufficient  paving 

(i)  Defective  methods  of  refuse  disposal 

(j)  Internal  structural  defects 

(k)  Defective  roofs,  gutters  and  down  pipes  ... 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  E.  ABBOTT,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.R.  San.  I. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Wolverton  Urban  District,  1921. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 


Enteric  fever 
Small-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever... 

Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria  ... 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  lethargica 
Meningococcal  meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

Rheumatic  fever  . 

Diabetes  . 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

Heart  disease  . 

Arterio-sclerosis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (ail  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years). 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

Cirrohosis  of  liver . 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 
Puerperal  sepsis  . 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturitio 
Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 
Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence 
Other  defined  diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


n 


Special  Causes  (included  above)  : 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Polioencephalitis  . 


Death  of  Infants  (Total 

under  1  year  i  Illegitimate 


Total  Births 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate  ... 


Males 

Females 

73 

75 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

10 

11 

2 

4 

• 

6 

7 

8 

1 

• 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

• 

1 

• 

1 

1 

• 

1 

1 

2 

• 

1 

• 

• 

4 

• 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

23 

22 

2 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

6 

5 

1 

• 

98 

106 

96 

103 

2 

3 

14,160 

Population 
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